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Guidelines for credit transfer within third cycle studies  
These guidelines have replaced previous guidelines with registration number 
LTH 2011/524. 
 
Certain departments have requested that the Faculty produce guidelines for 
credit transfer of courses within third cycle studies. LTH has many research 
studies subjects with different systems for credit transfer. As the Master’s 
degree programmes in Engineering/Architecture now cover 300 credits, the 
question arises naturally.  The intention behind this document is that it should 
not constitute a directive but merely be considered as a set of guidelines.  
 
The underlying principle is that each decision on credit transfer should be 
based on an individual assessment of the relevance of the previous studies to 
the current research studies subject. Doctoral students themselves are 
responsible for taking the initiative to get previous education/work reviewed 
for credit transfer. 
 
 
From the Higher Education Ordinance 
According to the Higher Education Ordinance, the university is to determine 
whether previous studies or work can be approved for credit transfer.  
 
In order to be eligible for third cycle studies, the applicant must meet the 
general entry requirements set out in the Higher Education Ordinance. 

1. The applicant has been awarded a second-cycle qualification, 

2. has satisfied the requirements for courses comprising at least 240 
credits of which at least 60 credits were awarded in the second-cycle, 
or  

3. has acquired substantially equivalent knowledge in some other way in 
Sweden or abroad.  

In addition to the general entry requirements, the applicant must also meet 
the specific entry requirements decided by the higher education institution 
and must be considered to have the necessary ability to successfully complete 
a third cycle study programme. 
 
Conclusion 
It follows from the eligibility requirements that a Bachelor’s degree worth 180 
credits combined with a one-year Master’s degree worth 60 credits can be 
sufficient for the student to be eligible for third cycle studies. Together, these 
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qualifications are worth 240 credits. If this is compared to a Master’s degree in 
Engineering/Architecture worth 270 credits according to the previous system 
of qualifications and 300 credits according to the new system of qualifications, 
it can be observed that these students have 30 or 60 credits more from their 
completed academic qualifications than those demanded in the general 
requirements. Thus it is permitted to transfer these additional credits even 
though they were previously calculated as part of a second-cycle degree, on 
condition that they are relevant to the current research studies subject.  
This is not to be done automatically; it is still up to the doctoral students 
themselves to request a review of previous education/training for the 
purposes of credit transfer.  
 
Recommendation 
For the research studies subjects at the Faculty of Engineering, the course 
component of a third cycle degree must constitute at least 60 credits and at 
most 120 credits. For credit transfer from previous education within a second 
cycle degree (over and above the 240 credits required for admission), it is 
recommended that a maximum of 50 per cent of the credits for the course 
component of the research studies subject are transferred. However, the 
assessment for the decision on credit transfer and on the relevance of the 
previous credits to the current research studies subject must still be made on 
a case by case basis.  
 
Application 
The agreement between the doctoral student and the supervisor concerning 
credit transfer from previous studies is to be noted in the individual study 
plan, if the doctoral student has applied for a credit transfer from previous 
studies prior to meeting with the supervisor to formulate the individual study 
plan, the decision regarding the credit transfer must be noted in the plan. 
Once the decision has been taken, the credit transfer is registered in LADOK.  
 
In accordance with regulations regarding doctoral studies at Lund University, 
approved credit transfers result in an equivalent reduction of the overall 
study and employment period. 
 
Further courses/credit transfer 
When doctoral students follow courses at other higher education institutions 
or first and second cycle courses as part of their ongoing third cycle studies, 
these courses are treated as credit transfers in LADOK. 
How many credits a particular course is to bring and what is required for the 
doctoral student to be considered to have successfully completed the course 
must be established before the doctoral student begins the course. The 
courses to be included in a particular doctoral student’s research studies are 
to be indicated in the individual study plan. This applies to decisions on 
credits transferred from completed courses as well as to decisions on future 
courses. In cases where all the credits from a course cannot be transferred, 
this is to be noted in both the individual study plan and the LADOK 
registration of the credit transfer.  


